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Gary Mack is Program Director of television station KFJ2- 
FM in P'ort Worth. He has been v/orking on this project for 
many months. He has listened to the police tape more than a 
hundred times over the past several months. His letter con- 
cludes: **As nev/ technology becomes available I'll continue 

my study of the police tapes for any further information they 
may contain." 

We are happy to have his article. 



Penn Jones 

There's little question Abe Zapruder's 8mm color film of the JFK murder is 
the best piece of hard evidence still publicly available. Its suppression should 
have been a crime and wc are all indebted to Robert Groden and ABC Television for 
its nationwide broadcast Just two years ago. How close we came to not having that 
film] 



Zapruder bought the camera only a few days before and because November 22nd 
began dark and overcast, he left it at home thinking picture- taking on a cloudy 
day v/ould be a waste of film. Wnen the sun appeared, his secretary urged him to 
return home, get the camera and film the Kennedy motorcade. There were only a 
few minutes to spare when he arrived in Dealey Plaza and began looking for a good 
vantage poijit. Tlie choice was a marble ab\itmc»nt at the west end of the pergola 
gracing the knoll area between the Texas School Book Depository and the railroad 
overjiass. 

Not knowing the lineup of the motorcade, Zapruder started filming the lead 
motorcycles and Dallas Police Chief Jesse Curry's car behind them. Seeing Ken- 
nedy's car was still several seconds away, he stopped filming until the presi- 
dential limousine appeared on Elm Street after rounding the corner from Houston, 
lew people have seen tliis early segment of the film and only one frame of the 
sequence has been published. A most unusual event occurs in those fjrst frames. 
Tnree motorcylo policemen are traveling abreast up Houston Street and as two of 
taem turn Deft onto Elm, the man on the far right continues straight ahead! Ho 
loj I the motox'cade for an unknown reason, probably pulling up in front of the 
TSBD on the Elm. Street Extension. This policeman may have been H. D. Freeman, 
testified before the* Warren Coimiission that he was, indeed, positioned in 
front, of the TSBD immediately after the shots were fired. 

Close Inspection of the Zapruder film reveals a radio antenna on this motor- 
although most of the three -v/heelers had radios, v/e know from tostim-jtiy 
tha u all were in working order. The significance of the event cannot be under- 
stated because of its possible involvement with interference on one of the two 
Dallas Police radio charinels. Just about 30 seconds before the shots v^ere fired, 
a motorcycle policeman opened his microphone on Channel 1. For an as yet unex- 
plained reason, that- microphone stayed open for nearly 8 straight minutes, effec- 
» blocKing all police co;Tuauni cations on that channel. Meanwhile, the dia- 

^ is hoard on Channel 2 tolling of a motoi-cycle officer on Gteinmons Freeway 
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with hie mioroplionu eiiu-k open and ar.king for someone to go shut if off. Note 
that without an officer’s idenlif ication number the dispatcher has no way of know- 
ing either v;ho is working the radio or where it is located. No such number was 
given. 

When listening to tapes of the two radio channels, one is struck by the mas- 
sive confusion causovi by that open microphone. The dispatcher was frantically 
trying to somehow uiijnm the channel, an electronic action that put an audible 
’’beep tone" on parts of tlie recording. Several officers are heard on Channel 2 
literally shouting for so^'^enne to find the officer and fix his radio. In any 
case, we don’t positively know v.iioj*e the officer was when his microphone switch 
was open; however, if it was an officer stopped near the TSBD, wouldn’t the gun- 
shots be audible on the radio? I believe they tire, seven of them, and it will 
take an electronic detective to conclusively prove their existence. 

The Dallas Police radio channels were constantly recorded, a policy still in 
effect. In 1963 the recording equipment was little better than the old-style 
Dictaphone found in many business offices. Thin polyester bells, moving at slow 
speed under a stylus, primitively preserved the two broadcasts (which were later 
used by the Dallas Police Department, Secret Service and FBI to provide the Warren 
Commission witli written transcripts of tho communications). The original record- 
ings wore wisely traniM'crrcd to standard recording tape since the belts would 
have been ruined by repeated playings. Copies of those priceless tapes are read- 
ily available and are the only knowii recording of the gunshots which killed John 
F. Kennedy. 



Wnen the motorcycle officer switched on his microphone, his engine was still 
idling. Because of the loud, low-frequency rumble very little else is heard; 
however, by Glectronically filtering out the motorcycle noise, what remained should 
be the "sound" of Dealey Plaza. With this theory in mind I contacted two Dallas 
production/recording studios. Thoir exports agreed that with tho proper filtering 
anvi equalization equipment, the process should work; so, we set up some studio time 
to try it. 



. Working from an exceptionally clear, second-generation copy of the original 
belt recording, we were able to eliminate virturally all the sound of the motor- 
cycle engine. Finding the precise location of the gmishots, then, was easy, and 
without any further processing we heard the first shot: a very loud, sharp crack 




on nearby Stemmons Freeway, and quite possibly six floors below the "infamous" 

TSBD window. The romainJng shots were not as clear, which meant they were either 
fired from different locations or tho rnotorcyc.lo had moved. The latter is most 
unlikely since the engine noise would have changed in pitch as the vehicle trav- 
elod; there was no change whatever throughout the entire eight-minute period. 

Bear in mind there was still plenty of Just plain noise on this filtered tape, 
noise similar to a largo waterfall with the deep bass sounds removed. After 
listening over and ovor again we wore confident some occasional "pops" that were 
barely aiidlhlo were undoubtedly the other gunshots. Working with both graphic 
anu parametric equalizers we tried to remove the background noise, thus making the 
snots ea.sior to hear. In this effort we were disappointed: there- was no way to 

clearly separate the gurishots from ail tho other noise. ITie result may not ha 
convincing to laymc.fj or evon some exports, and oven though the needed technology 
may still bo some yoars away, tho Iheory is correct. 



A rifl‘. p: odiic* 
virtually ideut IcaJ 
fundamental j’l'equon 
amouac of charge in 
from the harmonics, 



•s a fiistinctlvc sound, different from nil other firearms and 
\0 riilos of the same model. The gunshot is composed of «a 
•y dt‘-.ormined by the Leiigth and gauge of the barrel and tho 
Mi* sn*-ll . Tho indentifying characteristic of the sound com^js 
or overtones, of the fundamental frequency in much the same 



thf: continuinci inquiry 



1 



THE CONTINUING INQUIRY 
July 22, 1977 
Published monthly by 
THE MIDLOTHIAN MIRROR, INC, 
Volume I Number 12 
Subscription price $24.00 
($12.00 for students) 

Published in Midlothian, Texas 76065 
Second class permit pending 
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I know that my retirement will make no 
difference in its cardinal principles, tha 
It will always fight for progress and re- 
form, never tolerate injustice or corrupt- 
ion. Always fight demagogues of all 
parties. Never belong to any party. Al- 
ways oppose privileged classes and public 
plunderers. Never lack sympathy with the 
poor. Always remain devoted to the public 
welfare. Never be satisfied with merely 
printing news. Always be drastically ind» 
pendent. Never be afraid to attack wrong, 
whether by predatory plutocracy or preda 
tory poverty. 

April 10, 1907 Joseph Pulitzer 



different than a C note on a guitar. Harmonics 
rnrdoH ^ fundamental frequency and can be heard clearly when re- 

corded on high-quality equipment. As for the Dallas Police tapes, the radios were 
only and had a limited frequency range, probably 500 to 3500 
fundamental frequency of the first shot was approximately 1000 cycles 
the first harmonic about 2000 cycles and second harmonic about 4000 cycles. ’ 

'•hot'’^vet°ffnnH 2000 cycle frequencies, we accented the sound of the 

significantly louder than the background noise: 

P Sood ear- for recorded sound can easily hear the shots 

I^riv-d at^bv frequency was not really knov/nj it was 

tlin fixed fLSuL^rlri'^^ and error because today's equipment only operates on cer- 

£lVu^i frequencies. For instance, irtirguSh^t ?Squen?fwaLIct- 

20?H‘'cycles'^^^Altl’iou^li"hhA®^ boost only that frequency and it's first harmonic, 
Although the necessary equipment caii be built today it'*- sonhi*'M ’ 

" ■'“"‘“111' ailT»^ont metSid " tipi rScI??!,*, 

yinriiUef ^est of our work was to match the filtered recordinr to the 

156 Xs 208 th^Xh o missing frames (numbers 155 and 

iri£f Mm ty... ^ -1 1) • Woiklng Trojii the head shots backward and then adiust- 




Kennedy wardead! seconds after John Connally was wounded, John P. 

speed ^if?eienLfirth2°fnnp'^I^nH°® seconds (because of a very minor 

possible). Althouch this is a longL^Srspn.i Uia^L-rth^^®i 

can bo reasonably documented Others mS^L most theories suggest, it 

cate and improve' upon my work. As oriv^^te equipment can dupli- 

Warren Commission suDnZi«nc f ^ ^ investigators have been saying to 
nothing wrong with the old I y®ars. Why do you demand new evidence? There's 

© 1977 Used by permission. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 



«o,.x, msigned letter by one of our friends is, In our opinion a 

• important letter. Looking back over the years, we can now see ih-’i- 

nneH thousands of such encounters as the one out ' 

beautifully documented piece. Again, I aSolSL^to mv 

=.tchiSg%no Sit! its"'' 

It says, they Intended to keep it a' secret The mil 

and^tu^^r- training, the discipline, the philosophy, the personnel 

1963 to SS™! PP6l""1"E «‘th novpmbsp 2P, 

aim 7-21-77 
Penn Jones Jr.: 

over S!pito“l‘to1o!! “'i'® ‘““‘"k 

Reinhard Gchltn didn't do it all by himself. He was serendipitous. 
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